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1. Background 

The Government of Bangladesh has received financial assistance from the World Bank 

under Municipal Governance and Services Project (MGSP). Under this project different 

urban physical infrastructure will be developed in different municipalities and city 

corporations, here termed combined as Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) through Bangladesh 

Municipal Development Fund (BMDF).  

The eligible ULBs (Municipalities and City Corporations) select their required physical 

infrastructure development through a process- Capital Invest Plan (CIP) preparation 

workshop. The selected sub-project, then appraised based on environmental safeguard 

issues for implementation.  

In order to ensure environmental safeguard, there is Environmental Management 

Framework (EMF) prepared for MGSP. This EMF provides details guidelines to ensure 

environmental safeguards. This is the report on environmental assessment (EA) for a 

sub-project Multipurpose Paura Super Market as proposed by Jhenaidah Paurashava, 

which was done following guidelines as stated in that EMF. Different parameters, 

guidelines, considerations proposed in EMF were followed in doing EA. 

2. Scope and methodology of the assignment 

The main objective of this assignment is to conduct environmental assessment (EA) of a 

multipurpose paura super market. This  EA was conducted to fulfill following objectives: 

¶ Revision of relevant laws, act, documents including Environmental Management 

Framework (EMF) of MGSP, Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act (ECA) 

1995, ECR-1997 amended in 2002 and World Bank operational policies and the 

Municipal Act 2009; 

¶ Working closely with the municipality for environmental screening and assessment, 

preparation of subproject EMP and appraise the sub-project; 

¶ Analyze different environmental aspects of different construction as well as 

operational activities of the proposed sub-project based on different parameters as 

stated in the EMF for detailed initial environmental  examination (IEE); 

¶ Prepare report on environmental safeguard compliance with recommendations for 

any modification and revision of subproject proposals for acceptance for funding by 

BMDF. 
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The EA was conducting based on data collected from quick field survey, secondary 

sources. Due to immediate requirement for the ULB and the BMDF, this EA was prepared 

in short period. Therefore, minor adjustments may be needed at a later stage when the 

sub-projects will be implemented and in operational stages. Selected parameters related 

to the proposed sub-project were based on EMF prepared for MGSP and thus EA was 

conducted following the EMF guidelines including tentative environmental impact and 

potential mitigations measures. 

3. Review of related environment policy 

The Municipal Services and Governance Project (MGSP)is being implemented in 

compliance with applicable environmental laws and regulations. Bangladesh has an 

environmental legal framework that is conducive to both environmental protection and 

natural resource conservations. The major national environmental law relevant to the 

MGSP is Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act (ECA), ECR-1997, 1995 amended 

2002 and World Bank operational policies. 
 

3.1 Bangladesh Environment Conservation Act (1995) amended 2002, 2003 

This umbrella act includes laws for conservation of the environment, improvement of 

environmental standards, and control and mitigation of environmental pollution. It is 

currently the main legislative framework document relating to environmental protection in 

Bangladesh. The main provisions are summarized as: 

¶ Declaration of ecologically critical areas, and restrictions on the operations and 

processes, which can be carried or cannot be initiated in the ecologically critical 

areas; 

¶ Regulation in respect of vehicles emitting smoke harmful for the environment; 

¶ Environmental Clearance; 

¶ Regulation of industries and other development activities with regards to discharge 

permits; 

¶ Promulgation of standards for quality of air, water, noise and soils for different areas 

for different purposes; 

¶ Promulgation of standard limits for discharging and emitting waste; and 

¶ Formulation and declaration of environmental guidelines. 
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3.2 The Building Construction (Amendment) Act 1990 and Building Construction 

Rules' 96 

Accordingly the "Building Construction Act, 1952" was conceived to enforce the activities 

towards streamlining planned development and beautification programs of the 

government. The Rules are more comprehensive for taking care of the present day 

circumstances and issues of building construction and other related development 

activities 

Hence according to the Bangladesh National Building Code (BNBC), following basic 

planning norms are adopted for the development of any building units:  

¶ Adequate distance among the buildings and side open space must have minimum 

3m space to ensure proper lighting and ventilation;  

¶ Ensure adequate quantity and quality drinking water;  

¶ Hygienic sanitation facilities for all buildings in the complex area;  

¶ Ensure power facilities for all buildings in the complex area.  

¶ Ensure adequate drainage facilities.  

¶ Ensure well managed waste collection and disposal system. 

3.3 World Bank safe guard policy (Operation policy of World Bank) 

To prevent and mitigate undue harm to people and their environment in the development 

process is the objective of this policy. It provides a platform for the participation of 

stakeholders in project design and act as an important instrument for building ownership 

among the local residents. The World Bank has as many as ten environmental, social, 

and legal safeguard policies. The relevant policies for environmental protection are as 

follows: 

¶ OP/BP 4.01 Environmental Assessment; 

¶ OP/BP 4.04 Natural Habitats; 

¶ OP/BP 4.09 Pest Management; 

¶ OP/BP 4.11 Physical Cultural Resources; 

¶ OP/BP 4.36 Forests; 

¶ OP/BP 4.37 Safety of Dams. 
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4. Environmental safeguards stated in EMF for MGSP 

In order to Environmental Assessment of this sub-project, different environmental 

safeguards issues stated in Environmental Management Framework (EMF) prepared and 

applicable for MGSP were considered. In this connection, following issues recommended 

in EMF for consideration while EA related to proposed sub-project were discussed: 

¶ Classification of Sub-project 

¶ Sub-project Influence area 

¶ Environmental Considerations in Design 

¶ Environmental assessment (need for further EA) 

¶ Identification of major activities 

¶ Environmental baselines 

¶ Natural Environment covered 

¶ Ecological Environment  

¶ Environmental Impact (Negative Impact) 

¶ Environmental Management plan (EMP) 

¶ Screening 

¶ Allocation of budget for EMP 

 

5. Environmental assessment of subproject of Jhenaidah Paurashava 

5.1 Description of Jhenaidah Paurashava 

Jhenaidah district is under Khulna division and also gate way of north Bengal of 

Bangladesh. Jhenaidah Town is situated on the bank of the River Nabaganga.  

Jhenaidah Municipality was established in 1958. This is a class ñAò Paurashava 

consisting of 9 wards and 33 mahallas. The area of the Paurashava is 44.33 sq km. The 

City of Jhenaidah Paurashava is located in the South-Western part of Bangladesh. It is 

210 Km away from the capital city Dhaka and 50 km away from the nearest Airport, 

Jessore and also located 107 km away from Khulna divisional city. Jhenaidah 

Paurashava is situated in Jhenaidah Sadar Upazila under the district - Jhenaidah of 

Khulna division.  

 

 

Fig 01:  Location of Jhenaidah Paurashava 
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Fig 02: Map of Jhenaidah Paurashava 

 

 

Fig 03: Location of the Project site 
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Fig 02: Map of Jhenaidah Paurashava 
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Fig 03: Location of the Project site 
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Fig: 04 Layout of the project site 
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Fig 05 : Proposed project site 

 


